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GORDON BERGESLON 

CULVER CITY, CA 90230 
4 11947 BEATRICE STREET 

December 2 4 ,  2003 

TO: MS MARTHA D I X O N  
FEDERAL E L E C T I O N  C O M I S S D I O N  

FR: GORDON BERGELSON 

RE: LAIDLAW AND OTHERS 

I N  A D D I T I O N  TO MY PENDING COMPLAINT WITH YOUR AGENCY LAIDLAW 
I S  A L L E G E D  TO HAVE PAID OFF THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL TO 
PASS SUBSTANDARD DRIVERS TO O P E R A T E  MULTIPASSAENGER SCHOOL BUSES 
I N  CALIOFORNIA. 

PLEASE ATTACH THE FOLLOWING TO MY FILE. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
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CHP Accused Of Accepting Pay-Offs - F m  b l @ L a  

Bus Drivers Mav Be Pasdm Test With Cash 

POSTED: 6:02 p.m. PST Oecember 9, 2003 
q4jr' UPDATED: 7-27 p.m. PSY December 9,2003 
it% 
WU 10s ANGELES =- The California Highway Patrol is under investigation following allegations of 
livrl cash pay-0% to CHP officers by persons applying to drive school buses. 
I"&$ 

PYIl The head of the CHP calls the charges "disturbing," and confirmed 
qr FedRoom that a team from his agency's internal affairs divlslon Is Iaunchina an 
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0 California. 
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investigation that could involve thousands of school bus drivers i'; 

According to NBC4's internal sources, and the CHP, investigators are 
looking at Four offices: East Los Angeles, South Los Angeles, West 
Los Angeles, and the southern division headquarters located in 

off CHP? 

~m FW- But the CHP will not confirm reports that four officers in charge of 
bus driver applications have been placed on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of this investigation. 

Laidlaw Buses, the nation's largest school bus company, is a t  the center of the controversy 
following allegations brought forth by bus drivers about pay-offs in exchange for the right to 
drive a school bus. 

Bus driver applicants are required to learn the matenal in a CHP safety handbook and to pass a 
mandatory test aftenvards. The probe is to find out whether some CHP officers gave drivers 
who did not meet the requirements licenses anyway in exchange for money. 

-on Tuesday told NBC4: "Allegations were made, &ut we are not at liberty to talk about 
them. We did as much as we could, then went to the CHP ... I n  any allegations of wrongdoing, 
we investigate and make sure they go forward." 

m w  employs 600 drivers In the L.A. basin alone -- SO0 of them drive buses for the Los 
Angeles Unlfied School District. 

NBC4 has confirmed that all CHP bus driver applications in Los Angeles for at least the past 
year or more will have to be reviewed and then the investigation will go statewide. 

~~ 

LA. Airport. 
5I0F, 

Recipes Recipes From Southbnd's 

Fin@% Rcstaurants And Bes 
Chefs 

4 Our Planet 

Pet Talk 

Learn what you can do to 
help save our world. 

Learn practical knowledge 
you can apply to your pets! 

more categories: 
Win An Amerlcan Express GI 

Cheaue 
Sonicare Contest 

Sound Of Music Ticket 
Giveaway 

Apartment Ratings Databas 
N6C4 N Show Web Sites1 

Advertise With Us 
LA zoo 

Program Listings 
Watch CNBC Feedroom 

Spike Helmick, Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol calls the charges some of the 
most disturbing allegations he's faced in his 35 years in law enforcement, which is why he's 
dispatched the first part of a 30- to 35-person internal affairs team that plans to stay in L.A. 
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